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LESSON I. 


W HAT bock does the Bible open 


with ? 
Geneſis. | 

What is Geneſis P 

Creation, God created the world. 

Who were the firſt man and woman? 

Adam and Eve, who lived in e 

Why did they leave Paradiſe ? 

Becauſe they ate the forbidden fruit; it was 
the ſin of diſobedience, which God does not for- 
give till repented of. 

Who tempted them? 

Satan of the Devil, in the form of a ſerpent, 
tempted Eve and ſhe Adam. 

What is this firſt fin called? 

It is called the fall: the meaning is, the fall 
from innocence to guilt: after this, we were 
all born in ſin, and ſhould be loſt for ever, if 
Jeſus Chrift, the Son of God, had not died, to 
Tedeem us from the fad effects of the tranſgreſ- 
fron of our firſt parents. 


. LESSON II. 


HO were the firſt-born of Adam and 
Eve 7 2 Cain 


| 

| 

' 

a 

; 
of 

| 

| 


5 
Cain and Abel; Cain was a tiller of the 
ground, and Abel a keeper of ſheep, Cain was 


wicked and envious, and flew his brother Abel. 


Is envy a bad paſſion ? 

Nothing more wicked; becauſe if any perſon 
be in more favour with God, and better off than 
I am, I ſhould be glad, and not ſpiteful and en- 


| vious. 


When the world was peopled did men 1 
thankfully to the Almighty for his great good- 
neſs to them ? 

No, fo wickedly, that God drowned the 
world by rain from heaven, as a a puniſhment for 
their great ſins. 

Was every body deſtroyed Pos 

No, God ſaved Noah, becauſe he was righ- 
teous, and all his family, in an ark which he 


cauſed him to build, 


How do we know that God will not 3 
us by another flood or deluge as it is called? 
Becauſe he gave his rain-bow as a token, with 


a promiſe that he never would drown the world 
again. 5 


IESsON III. 


| 0 ' AS the world ſoon peepled again? 


Ves; Noah and his three ſons, Oy Ham, | 


and Japheth had large families. 
What did the people do next? ; 
| 9 i They 
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They built a tower called Babel, which in 
their pride and n, they intended ſhould reach 
os heavens. 

Did they finiſh it 15 | 

No, becauſe it was begun in pride, God Aid 
not ſuffer it to be completed, but confounded 
their language, and they did not underſtand each 
other, conſequently. they could not go on.— 
This ſhould teach us that pride is indeed particus 
larly hateful to God, 


„ LESSON IV. 5 
Wo 5 the next righteous man after No- 
a 

Abraham, whom God commanded- to leave 
His country, and promiſed him the land of wg 
naan. His wife's name was Sarah. | 
Was thereany very wicked people at thist time e? 

Ves, the people of Sodom were ſo wicked, that 
Gad deſtroyed them by fire from heaven. 

Had Abraham any children ? 8 

Yes, one ſon Iſaac. 

Wherein was Abraham's faith moſt tried? 
When God ordered him to ſacrifice his dar- 
ling ſon.— Did he obey the Lord ? - 
Yes, he prepared the ſacrifice, and bound Kis 


dear child: by this God was convinced of his | 


dutifulneſs, he ſtopped his hand juſt as he was 
going to offer him, and ſent him, inſtead of his 
ſan a.ram for the facrifice, ; 

8 What g 
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What do you learn from this ? 

That if we obey God, whatever may be our 
trials, if we preſerve but our faith, we ſhall of- 
ten be relieved and comforted by him, ſaved in 
the greateſt diſtreſs, trouble and danger ; but if 
it be not his pleaſure to do this for us, we muſt 


ſubmit to his will, which is always beſt for us. 


LESSON V. 
ID Iſaac grow up a good man ? 
Yes, and he married Rebekah, and Jacob 


(who was afterwards called Iſrael) was their ſon. 


Had Jacob many children ? 

Yes, twelve ſons, whoſe generation are all 
called the children of Ifrael; 

Which of his children were Jacob's favourite Ny 

Joſeph and Benjamin. 

Were the others equally good? 

No, they were wicked enough to envy Jo- 


ſeph, becauſe he was better than themſelves 3 


and from envy, ſold bim as a ſlave into Egypt. 
What became of him there? 


He bore his misfortunes with ſuch ſubmiſſion, * 


that God who ſaw his patience, raiſed him, to 
be a great man in King Pharaoh's palace. 

What do you learn from this? 

That God always ſees the heart, and therefore 


knows when to puniſh, and when to reward, ac- 


cording as his wiſdom directs. If Joſeph had 


been croſs and impatient under his afflictions, the 
Al- 
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1 
Almighty would not have been pleaſed with d 


ur | LESSON VI. 
of- ID Jacob ever ſee Joſeph again ? 
in Yes, there was a famine in the land of Ca- 


if Inaan, where Jacob lived, and he ſent his other 
aft [ſons to Egypt to buy corn. 

Did they get any ?' | 

Ves, they bought of Pharaoh the Tia: who 
had a great quantity, owing to the induſtry and 
care of Joſeph, who never waſted a bit the, more 
for having a great plenty, but faved it to help 
his neighbours and the poor, 

What did Joſeph's brothers ſay when they ſaw 
him a great man, and living with the King P. 
* Their conſciences ſmote them, and they were 
aſhamed to look ſo much innocence in the face; 
this is always the caſe with guilt ; but God, who 
ſees the heart, Ways keeps up the head of the 
innocent, 


5 Did Joſeph behave proudly in 15 nich Ration ꝰ 

7 No, he was meek and lowly, weeping on his 

n. brothers necks; and was ſo compaſſionate as to 

"Ha deſire them not to reproach themſelves, though 
they could not avoid it, for guilt mult ever be 
miſerable. 

* LESSON. VII. | 

wm ID not ſo tender-hearted a man as Joſeph. 

1d long to ſee his father ? 

* Les, and he ſent all ſorts, of preſents to him, 


E | 4 Py and 


man, and not like Joſeph's good * 
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and carriages to fetch him and his wy into 
Egypt. 

Did Jacob come into Egypt P 

Yes, with all his family, he ſtaid at tele 
by the way, to offer ſacrifices of thankſgiving, 
not only that Joſeph was alive and become a 


great man; but becauſe he was increaſed in 
- goodneſs and favour with God; which was bet- 
ter than all his wealth 


Where did Jacob die 7 

In Egypt, in an honourable old! age, bleſſing 
all his ſons and grand-ſons 3 but Joſeph buried 
him 1 in the land of Canaan. 

Did Joſeph live long after 7 | 

Yes, to a good old age, bleſſing and praiſing 


% 


God: he never left good King Tharaoh, but di- 
ed in Egypt. 


What do you particularly are from the biſto- 
ry of Joſeph? 
To be patient under injuries, always cheriſh- 


ing a chriſtian ſpirit of forgiveneſs, learning to 


forgive others, that Jeſus Chriſt ear forgive us. 


W LESSON VIII. 1 5 
HAT is the next book in the Bible? 
Exodus ; the meaning is departure, or the go- 


ing away of the children of Iſrael out of Egypt. 


Who was the next King of Egypt ? 
Pharaoh again, but this Pharaoh was a wicked 


Who 


into 


1 Who was the beſt man at this time ? 

in Moſes, who was in particular favour with 
0 go | God, for his meekneſs and dutifulneſs. 

RO: Was this King kind to the Iſraelites ? | 
MP No, he kept them priſoners in Egypt, expect- 
ed hard work of them which they could not 


perform; and gave them but little food, beſides 


fn beating, and otherwiſe uſing them cruelly. 
Pep. Did they not aſk the King to let them go to 

| their own country P 

Yes, they fent Moſes to 1 and beſeech him 
fing to let them depart; but he was ſo wicked, tha 
di- after promiſing them continually, he always 
broke his word, and would not let them go. 
igo⸗ LESSON IX. 
u not God puniſh Pharaoh for his cruelty 32 

8 to the children of Iſrael ? 1 
to Les, he ſent them ten plagues, which we 
"us, read of in the book of Exodus. Every time he 


promiſed Moſes they ſhould go, and then was fo 
wicked as to break his word, therefore God pu- 
niſhed the Egyptians with theſe dreadful plagues; 
80- | but they never reached the Iſraelites, becauſe 
ypt· ¶ God protected them. | 
a Was not Pharaoh at laſt afraid of the ven- 
ked geance of the Almighty ? 

He was, and out of fear only, and not fron a 
A HOW ſenſe of duty he let them all go away, 
How did they go ? . 

5 | We 
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We read © that, God led, the people about 
through the way of the wilderneſs, by the Red 
Sea, and the children of Iſrael went up harneſſ- 
ed out of the land of Egypt. 

How did they find their way? 

God himſelf was ſo good as to guide them, for 
we read again, 5 that the Lord went before 


them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them 
on the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to 


, give them light, to go by day and night; he 


took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor 


the pillar of fire by night from before the people.“ 
What do you leatn from this ? | 


Never'to doubt the power and goodneſs of 
God, but always to truft in him in the way he 


directs us for help and protection. 5 
| LESSON X. 5 
WHAT did proud King Pharaoh ſay when he 
let the children of Ifrael go? 
He repented immediately, and God having 


forſaken him, becauſe of his wickedneſs, he de- 


elared he would follow them, 
And did he purſue them ? 
Yes, but God ſaved them, by enabling Moſes 
to perform a great miracle; for he commanded 
him to lift his rod over the ſea, and the water 
was divided, fo that the children of Iſrael paſſed 
through upon dry ground. 
Did the Reyptians! Rill follow them ? 


Yes, 


3 

Ves, and they went in after them to the midſt 
of the ſea, which had been driven away by the 
power of God for the conveniency of the Iſraęl- 
ites; but as ſoon as the Egyptians arrived, the 
water returned, and they were all eee 

Was not this great cauſe of thankfulneſs to 
the Iſraelites? 

Yes, and if I learn the 15th chapter of Exe- 
dus, which contains the Song of Moſes, I ſhall 
be able to praiſe God for his mercies to the Iſ- 
raelites as long as I live. 


LESSON: ... 
TERE the Iſraclites ever diſſatisfied after in 
their journey to the land of Canagay hav- 
ing received ſuch great mercies ? 
Yes, they continually complained and mur- 
mured ; they alſo were very hungry, having 
travelled a great way without any food. 
How could they get victuals in a deſert ? 

God was with them, and he can provide food 
as well in an wood as in a town. | 
And did the n provide for them i in the 
wilderneſs ? | 

Yes, for we read that the Lord ſaid unto 
Moſes, I will reign bread from heaven.“ But he 
commanded them to take no more than would ſa- 
tisfy them every day, except on the ſixth day, 
when they were to take a double portion to ſerve 
che ſeventh, which plainly teaches us, we ſhould 

de 


n 


do no ſort of work on the ſabbath-day, that we 


may have all our time to go to church, read our 
Bibles, and praiſe God who is the giver of every 
bleſſing we enjoy. 

Did not they then attend to all they weretold ? 

No, for the diſobedient put by ſome lyly ; 
but it was of no uſe; for it breed worms and 
ſtank. This bread was called manna. 

How did that keep then that was ſaved for 
. the ſabbath ? | 

That was of God's ordering, and not of man's 
ſtealing ; that never periſhed, 

What do you underſtand by this? 

That God is every where, that it was as eaſy 


for him to ſend food, and provide for the chil- 
dren of Iſrael forty years in a wilderneſs, as it 
was in Egypt, where they had fine markets; and 
I likewiſe learn that he ſees every one of our 


ſins, even the little bit of manns which the glut- 
tons hid ſiy ly againſt his order:“ it ſhould alfo 


teach me to give what I can ſpare to a poor 


neighbour, 
LESSON XII. 


O whom did the children of Iſrael look as 
their leader in all their troubles ? 


To Moſes, who went, as it were, betwixt | 


them and God. 
Did they try his patience ? 
Ves, they were 1co often diſcontented and un- 


thankiul forth cn daily N'ErCles, | Can 


Ks 
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Can you apply this to yourſelf ? ? | 
1 believe I can; for I have Joſs Chriſt the 
fon of God for my leader; his Gaſpel for my di- 


rection, and the bleſſings of bis ſufferings and 
death, to redeem me from iin, if I repent and. 


believe in him carts i554 
Are you not then aſhamed of an. amid 45 


mercies 5 


I ought, and hope I ſhall be more "ani more 
fo every day, I hope to bring the Iſraelites ex- 
ample of diſcontent home to my heart; and en- 


deavour not to be croſs amidſt all ;my.bleflings ; 


but try. tb thank and praiſe God every hour of 
my life, knowing that if I am. in danger, he can 
get me out of it; if Lam ſtarving he can feed 
me; and if I am ſick, he can cure me ;, but then 
J muſt have patience to endure-all this, if it bo 
his pleaſure, which, patience. I never can obtain, 
but by looking unto Jeſus, truſting 1 in his merits 


for all I ſtand in need of, and for the influence 


of his Holy Spirit, to ork 3 in me this as well as 
S other grace and virtue. re tr 46 ann d 


LESSON XIII. 


"HAT was God's next goodneſs to he chile | 


dren of Iſrael ? 
"Nelivering to them the ten . 


from Mount Sinai, which makes a principal part 
of the Catechiſm, , 


of: © 


Did God n Moſes to briog the children 
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n 
of Iſrael to the land of Canaan, where berg ſo 
much wiſhed togo? 

No, for after he had given to FEAR all the 
laws which we read -of in Leviticus, 'Numbers, 
and Deuteronomy, and had continually travell- 
ed with, and directed them in every way, ſhew- 
ing great patience and perſeverance at all ys 
ys became extremely old, < 


But did not Moſes much defire to enter the | 


land of promiſe with n after forty years toil 
in the wilderneſs ?' 


To be ſure he did; but God's will, ane our 
wiſhes are often very different; yet conſtant ſub- 
miſſion to his will, brings more happinefs than 


having our own 1 Wien Is frequently LY 


great ER”, 


' LESSON XIV. 


ID not t Moſes even ſee the promiſed land? 


Ves, God obſerving his fubmiſſion get the bet- 
ter of his defires, graciouſly took him to the top 
of Mount Nebo, and from thence he could be- 
hold all the land of promiſe ; but the Almighty 


had a higher reward for him than the land of 9 7 


naan, the everlaſting ſtate of happineſs. 


Was it not a ſad thing for the Ifraclites to be 
ſo very diſcontented as they were upon every oc- 


caſion, aſter receiving ſo many mercies ! 7 


To be ſure it was; and I ought to pray every 


ROE of my life, to be more thankful for all I 
8 enjoy, 


he - 


t. 


1 
enjoy, ſecing God does not try me with hunger 
in a wilderneſs, knowing that induſtry and ho- 
neſty will always give me bread: beſides, the 
children of Iſrael had Moſes the prophet for 
their friend and director, but have Jeſus Chriſt 
the Son of God for my guide, pattern, and pro- 
tetor, who took the fins, of the whole world uß⸗ 
on himſelf, ſuffered death upon the croſs, and is 
now pleading at the right hand of God for all 
thoſe who repent and truſt in him. 3 


| LESSON XV. | 
HAT became of the children gf Iſrael aſter 
the death of Moſes? | 
Joſhua the ſon of Nun, a favourite of the Al- 
mighty, was appointed to command ther, 
What was the moſt remarkable event in his life? 
God permitted him, and likewiſe gave him 
power to command the ſun to ſtand ſtill upon Gi- 
beon, and the moon in the valley of Ajalon, until 
the Iſraelites had avcyged themſelves upon their 
enemies. 
Did they get to the promiſed land? :.-; 
Les, after they had conquered all Log an 
nations in their way. | 
What became of Joſhua Pris 
He divided the land into portiens, and then 


died in a good old age, as Moſes had dn 


praiſing God for all his goodneſs. i 
What i is the next e in the Bible cities P 
--'Tt 


r 

It is called Judges. 

Which is the moſt ble event in it ? 

The hiſtory of Deborah the propheteſs, which 
I hope to read in the 4th and 5th chapters. 

ls there any other particular hiſtory one 11 
in the book of Judges? | 
- Yes, the hiſtory of Sampſon, - who Was the 
ſtrongeſt man we read of in the Bible. f 


W LESSON XVI. | 
HOSE hiſtory do we next meet with p 

That of Samuel the prophet, whoſe mother de- 
dicated him to the Lord, as ſoon as he was born. 

Did not the Iſraelites now aemcapage your and 
leave off complaining ? 

No, for now being tired of the Almighty, and 
His prophet's government, in the fin of impatience 
and diſcontent, they demanded a Kivg to rule 
over them. 

Did Samuel grant them one? 

. and Saul, the ſon of a private man, was 
promoted to be the firſt King of the Iſraelites ; 
but God can raiſe up and pull down whom he 
pleaſes, 

Did Saul fight againſt the Philiſtines ?, 

Yes, he and his ſon Jonathan ſucceſsfully, till 
at laſt he offended Samuel, by reaſon of the ma- 

ny ſins he commited, ſo that the prophet ny him 
to himſelf. 6 | 
LESSON - XVII. 
ID Saul at laſt conquer the Philiſtines ? 


„ ö 

There was at the head of their army a great 
champion named Goliath, who challenged any 
one of the Iſraelites to come and fight with him, 
aud which ever conquered ſhould have the other' $ 
army. 

And 2125 great man did the Iſraelites find out 
to fight with Goliath? | 

None; but a youth called David, the ſon of 
Jeſſe the ſhepherd, offered himſelf, | 

How did a lad dare to venture againſt a great 
champion, at the head of an army? 

Becauſe he looked to the power of the Lord 
his God, and not to the ſtrength of an arm of 
fleſh. The champion Goliath clothed in an ar- 
mour of braſs, at the head of a mighty army 
with all the wickedneſs of an ant, truſting 
in himſelf, approached to fight, - 

Did not be deſtroy the young man in a moment ? 

No, for though he had nothing but a few fmall 
ſtones in a little bag, and a fling, yet he came for- 
ward, truſting in the might of the Lord his God, 


and knowing that every thing without him is of 


no uſe,—And ſo, the army ran, for he ſlang one 
of theſe little ſtones, which reached the forehead 


of Goliath, and he fell down dead. 


What do you obſerve from this ? 
1 learn every moment that God's power is ma- 


nifeſt in every thing, and that of man avails no- - 


thing, without his ſupport ; that faith in God 
8 can 


Fs 
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can do every thing, 25 the ſtrength of man no- 


thing, ; „ th 
+ LESSON XVII. 40 
WW 45 not King Saul very fond of David after If 
this 5 
No, for the people ſhouted for joy, and the P 
very women and children ſung the praiſes of Da- 1 
vid; and Saul being of an ungrateful temper, en- C] 
-vied him, and was ſo wicked as to ſeek his life, 11 
Did he ſucceed 5 | ©. 
No, that was impoſſible, becauſe David tilt 1 © 
truſted in God, whom Saul had forfaken, there- 
fore in the. moſt alarming dangers he Was ſafe. | 
What became of Saul? a 
He was at laſt ſlain in battle, with his ſon Jo- 
' Nathan, whom David loved. 8 
Did David rejoice in his death ? 
No, good people never triumph over the fal- t 


len, that is the time they always pray for them; 
and *tis as eaſy for God to and) at attire the 
| Kang, as a rich one. 


LESSON XIX. 
WHT did the Ifraclites do with David after 
Saul's death? 

They made him their King, though he was 
but a ſhepherd's fon, and he fought all their bat- 
tles. It was this David who wrote the Pſalms ; 
and is ſometimes called the man after God's own 


heart. 
Had he any children ? 


10 


. 


„ 


„ 
| Yeu: ſeveral ; but Solomon ſucceeded him in 
the throne, and was crowned King after David's 
death. \ 

Was Solomon remarkable for any thing? 

Yes, his wiſdom : it was he who wrote the 
Proverbs, and Eccleſiaſtes, God likewiſe per- 
mitted him the honour of building the firſt 
church, called Solomon's temple. He dedicated 
it to God i in a very ſolemn manner, with a fine 
prayer, which I may know if I learn the | 8th 


chapter of the firſt book of Kings. 


Are there any more Kings after Solomon ? 

A great many, but flone ſo wiſe. I may know 
all their hiſtory, if I read attentiveiy the 2d 
book of Kings, and the two books of Chroni- 


cles, which I hope to do. 


Are there no good men, and prophets men- 
tioned in theſe books? 

Ves, ſeveral, particularly Elijah ang Eliſha. 3? 

What is a prophet? | 

One whom the Almighty enables by his Spirit 
to foretel events, or things that are to happen. 


HAT do you know of Elijah ? 

That having propheſied things, which a proud 
King did not like, he was obliged to hide him- 
ſelf by the Brook Cheriſh. 

How could he get food there by himſelf ? + 

His faith was ſo great, for he knew that what 


he had done was by the command of God, that 
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he was fure of having proviſion, and the Lord 
ordered the ravens to carry him bread and fleſh to 
eat, and he drank of the brook ; at length that 
dried, and then God commanded him to go toa 
poor widow at Zarephath. | ', 
What could ſuch a poor woman, as that have 
to maintain him with) 

Nothing but a little meal and a cruiſe of oil, 

Did that laft long? 

Not of itſelf; but the Almighty gave his good 
prophet the power to make it laſt as long as he 
wiſhed, which could not have been done, if his 
faith had failed him a moment, 

What did he do for this poor woman ? 

He raifed her ſon from the dead, by the 
power of the Spirit of God which was given him 
For that purpoſe. 
| LESSON XXI. 

Dis any thing remarkable happen to Eliſha 
while his friend Elijah lived ? 

Yes, as he was going up to Bethel chere came 
A parcel of naughty, wicked children, and mock- 
ed, and cried ou. Go up, thou bald head, 50 
up, thou bald head.“ : 

Did God puniſh them for this wickedneſs 5 
Io0o be ſure, be did not ſtay for man to re- 

prove them; but ſent two great bears out of the 
wood, who tore forty-two of them to pieces im- 
mediately; ; which plainly ſhews, that children, 
who mock at any ſort of goodneſs, the Almighty 
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himſelf will puniſh : and eſpecially ſuch as are 
guilty of the abominable wickedneſs of mocking 
any body for their old age, or bald head, both 
the one and the other being in the order of Pro- 
vidence. | 

Did Elijah die a common death ? 
No, he was taken up to heaven by a whirt- 


wind, leaving Eliſha his mantle ; and with it God 


permitted him 70 to leave a double portion of 
his ſpirit. | e 

Did Eliſha live long ? 1 ah 
A great while; endeavouring to do good both 
to Kings and people, and then died en God 
for all his mercies. 

W c LESSON XXII. 
HAT do you next read of ? 

The two next books are called Ezra and Nehe- 
miah, which give a long account of the wicked- 
neſs of the people; and that God had ſuffered 
the beautiful Temple of Solomon to be deſtroy- 
ed; but now Cyrus, a good King of Perſia, 
promiſed to rebuild it, which makes the hiſtory 
of theſe two books; and Ezra and Nehemiah 
were both good men, fearing God and keeping 
his commandments. | | 


W LESSON XXIII 5 
V HICH is the next book to Nehemiah ? 

It is called Eſther, ſhe was the niece of Mor- 
decai ; Who from her humility and modeſty was 
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raiſed to be 2 great Queen, the wife of King 
Abaſuerus. 

Who was the favourite of the King? + 

Haman, whom he made the firſt man in his pa- 
lace, 

And being himſelf raiſed to high honours, did 
not he wiſh to premote Mordecai, the Queen's 
uncle? . 

No, for proſperity had ſo hardened his heart 
that he could not bear any body ſhould be in fa» 
vour with the King but himſelf. 

Yet, if he was lifted up, and made a great man, 
how could the proſperity of another injure hyn ? 

_ Becauſe, when he became firſt proſperous, he 
never prayed to God for humility, and Satan 
ſeized this opportunity, which he always does 
when people leave off prayer, and filled his heart 


LESSON XXIV. 


| H Satan power over him to do any very 


wicked action ? 
Yes, he obtained the King's leave to put all 


Did he ſucceed ? 3 
No, for Eſther, the od Queen, made the 
whole ſcheme known to the King, who was ſo 


with pride; ſo with greatneſs he loſt his happi- | 
neſs, becauſe he did not like to retain God in 0 
Enowielge. {4 | 
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the Jews to death; and poor Mordecai was to be 
hanged on a gallows fifty feet high. 


1 


f 


E 5 


. 
fhocked at the wickedneſs of his favourite, that 
he ordered him to be hanged on the very gallows 


he had prepared for Mordecai, and Mordecai 


was ad anced to Haman's honours, 
What do you learn from this ? 12 
That if Haman had ſucceeded, and Mordecai 


had been put to death, he would never have en- 


joyed a moment's happineſs ; for the ſecret con- 
viction of conſcience that God would have known 
his crimes, though man might not have diſcover- 
ed them, would have rendered him miſerable; 


for fine clothes and great honours cannot conceal 


fin. and wickedneſs from the Almighty : it like- 
wiſe ſhews me, if I am proſperous, it ſhould be 
my endeayour to promote the proſperity of others; 
and if I do not pray, and ſtrive to have theſe 
good deſires of Him from whom they proceed, 
the devil will deceive and ruin me as he did Ha- 
man; and though I may ſucceed a little while, 


my conſcience will never ceaſe to torment me, 


There never can, nor ever will be any happineſs 
but in the favour of God. e 


W LESSON XV q; 
Y HOSE hiſtory do you read next ? 
The hiſtory of Job, who was a very good man, 


and poſſeſſed a great deal of wealth and had a 


large family. 5 Ts 
Then with goodneſs and wealth and a large 
family he had the bleſſing of God ? 
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feen in proſperity, his faith never having been 


tried by adverſity. Our truſt in God is better 


known, by our conduct under misfortunes and 


diſappointments, than at a time when every thing 


is proſperous and according to our wiſhes, 
What were Job's trials? | [ 
Firſt the robbers came upon him, flole away 
His oxen and cattle, murdered his ſervants, and 


his ſheep were deſtroyed by fire from heaven : 
the Chaldeans came and took away his camels, 
murdered the reſt of his ſervants ; and at the 


fame time a great wind blew down the houſe and 


killed his children. | 
How did Job bear all this ? 


r all this: Jab: Ganed not, 
nor charged God fooliſhly. That is, he never 


murmured, but ſubmitted, patient. 
W ILE SS OR NI 5 
AS Job further afflictedꝰꝰ : 
Ves, with ſore boils, from the ſole of his foot 
to the crown of his head, | 3 =o 
Did not Satan now come forward and tempt 
Job io complain? i „ 
Ves, and poor Job had been not only ruined 
by theſe loſſes; but overcome and worn out with 


pain and miſery from theſe dreadful boils ; alas 


e was for a ſhort time tempted to complain and 
murmur to his three friends, who came to ſee him. 


— 


So far he had ; but hitherto he had been only 


1 
Ce 
4 
> 
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„ | 
Was he not grieved afterwards, that he had 
ſhewn diſcontent though but for a moment ? 
He was, and all his life after was ſpent in reli- 
gious converſation with his three friends, in talk- 
ing, and thinking over the greatneſs and . good- 
neſs of God, in endeavouring to repent of his 
impatience, and in praying that his faith might 
never fail him again, as all murmuring is want of 
faith. 4 gs: 
I | LESSON XXVII, 
18 not all Job ſays very fine ? 5 YE 
Oh, yes, particularly the 14th chapter, which 
I hope to learn, as it makes part of the burial 
ſervice of the church. of 
Did the Almighty accept of his penitence and 
prayer? 553 | e 
He did, and rewarded him even in this life, 
having tried his faith to the utmoſt and ſeen the - 


uncerity of his heart. 


How was he-rewarded ? 
By having his latter end bleſſed more than his 
beginning, by a greater increaſe of wealth, and a 
large family; and Job lived 140 years, and died, 
being old and full of days. | 
What do you learn from this? | . 
To know the reaſon why Job is called the 
moſt patient man, to ſee that God only has pow- 
er to give and take away, that man's duty is to 


iubmit to his will, that impatience brings ſhame 


- 


„ 5 
to the heart, and ſubmiſſion gives it a deſire al- 


ways to praiſe God, that praiſe ſtrengthens faith, 
and faith is the Chriſtan's bulwark, | 1 


LESSON XXVIII. 


155 | V HAT part of the Bible comes next ? 


Aſter the Pſalms by King David, and the 


Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, and Solomon's Song, are 


the Prophets; among the greateſt are Ezekiel, 


Jeremiah, and Iſaiah. 


What do they foretel ? 


Many of the workings and events of Provi- 
dence ; but the greateſt of all they are deſigned to 
ſhew, is the promiſe of the Meſſiah, or Jeſus 


Chriſt. 53 | 
In what prophet is it firſt foretold in the plain- 


eſt manner? 


In the gth chapter of Iſaiah, which is the firſt 
leſſon on Chriſtmas-day ; it is very particularly 


and wonderfully explained in the 6th verſe ; but 


the ſureſt way to know, is to learn the whole 
chapter by heart, then I can repeat a few verſes 
at a time very often, ſo tat Chilling day may 
live in my heart all the year, : . 

Do you intend to content yourſelf with only 


learning one chapter in Iſaiah ? 9 
Oh, no, I hope to learn many others, parti- 
cularly thoſe that relate to the Meſſiah, or Chriſt, 


eſpecially the 40th, as by that neans I am told I 


ſhall better underſtand the Netw Teſtament, where 


| f 


1 
the prophecies and the Pſalms of David are ful- 
filled. Bs „„ | 

LESSON XXIX. CR 
.S there no other amongſt the great prophets ? 

I forgot the wiſe and good Daniel, who lived 
at the time of Nebuchadnezzar the proud King 
of Babylon. \ ag 1 

Did he not make a famous decree ? 

Yes, and he was ſo angry with any body who 
es, the true God, that he ordered every 
one at the ſound of particular muſical inſtruments, 
to fall down and worſhip a golden image, which 
he ſet up, threatening if they did not, they 
ſhould be caſt into the burning fiery furnace, 

Were there any found faithful enough, to con- 


tinue their prayers to the true God, notwithſtand- 


ing the threatenings of the wicked King ? | 
Yes, Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, 

who, though they were Jews, were employed by - | 

the King. | e p 
And did thoſe who-were Jews, and now the 


»favoured of the Lord, leave the living God, j to 


worſhip a golden image for the ſake of a pace 

about the King? „ 
No, they went on praying and praiſing the li- 

ing Lord of heaven and earth. ED 
Did not their righteous boldneſs ceach the 


King's ear? 


— 


Yes, aud he was ſo angry, that he had them 


- 5 


; 


1 3 
brought before the people, and thrown into the 
burning fiery furnace, defying the power of the 
Almighty. | 

And were they not ſoon burnt to death ? 

They were not; they feared no arm of fleſh, 
therefore their faith a:'ver forſook them one ſin- 
ole moment, though the furnace was heated one 
ſeven times hotter than ever it was before ; yet 
the Spirit of God to whom they looked, enabled 
them to fall down and worſhip in the midſt of the 
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the flame would have inſtantly deſtroyed them. 
- What do you particularly learn at this time ? 


other good men mentioned in the Bible, that pa- 
2 tience and ſubmiſſion to the will of God, gives 
= increaſing faith, and faith (as I ſee more and 


fidence of a Chriſtian. | 
LESSON XXX, 


ID not even this immediate miracle touch the 
ſtony heart of the proud King ? 

Yes, he was ſo confounded at the power of 
God in preſerving, that he went himſelf and call- 
ed them out from the midſt of the fire, which had 
not hurt their bodies, nor was a hair of their head 
tinged ; and this proud King called them forth in 
the name of the Moſt High God, being at length 
eonvinced of his power ; therefor: he immediate- 


fire; whereas, had they loſt their faith an inſtant, 


The ſame as 1n the hiſtory of Abraham and. 


more in every leſſon) is the fole ſupport and con- 


ntl. 6. Fw 


K „ 


„ 39-1 
ly ordered all the enemies of Shadrach, Meſhach, 
and Abednego, to be thrown into the ſame fur- 
Nace 3 and as their dependence was upon a golden 
image, the fire conſumed them in a moment: ſo 
likewiſe will it be with us, if our dependence i 19 


placed upon the golden vanities of this world, we 
ſhall be elo e by fire like them; but if we en- 


deavour to walk in humility and meckneſs, truſt- 


ing in the living Lord of heaven and earth, and 
believing in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall be ſup- 
ported, even though a fiery furnace be er. in 
our way; and the true God will lead us by the 


hand, and ſupport us through every temptation. 


LESSON XXXI. 0 
W HAT became of Shadrach, Meſhäch, and 
Abednego ? 

They were promoted in the King's palace, be- 
cauſe he was convinced of the power of the true 
God, whom they worſhipped, therefore he made 
a decree, threatening to puniſh with death alt 
thoſe who ſaid any thing againſt 1 l of thoſe 
pious men. | 

And now the King was brought to confeſs the 
power of the great. en did he become 2 
good man P 

No, his very royalty wade him forget his hu- 
mility; and he never prayed againſt the danger 


and ſin of pride; but God does not forget; and 


this was the moment which Satan ſeized, on, to 


1 
tempt him with high and lofty thoughts of him- 
ſelf; which made him forget the miracles he had 
ſeen, and the daily mercies which had been con- 
ferred upon him, — he now began to fancy 1 It was 
all his own. 

Did God humble bi for his ſins ? 

Yes, at the moment he was walking in his pa- 
lace, ard boaſting it was all his own, by his own 
might and his own power, the Almighty ſeized 
that very inſtant, to ſhew him where the power 
lay, by driving him among the beaſts of the 
field, and making him eat graſs' as oxen, until 
he was convinced that the Moſt High ruleth over 
the kingdoms of men; © and he did eat graſs as 
oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of hea- 
ven, till his hairs were grown like eagles fea- 
thers, and his nails like bird's claws: 


| LESSON XXXII. 
DP God ever ſhew pity on Nebuchadnezzar 
again ?—Yes, for after certain days, even 


In that ſtate of a beaſt, he lifted his eyes up to 


heaven; and then he confeſſed that his under- 
ſtanding returned, and bleſſed ** the Moſt High, 
and praiſed and honoured him, that liveth for 
ever, whoſe dominion is an everlaſting domini- 
on, and his kingdom is from generation to gene- 
ration.” After this, the kingdom of Babylon 
was reſtored to him again; then did he praiſe 
and honour the King of heaven, and declared 
hat all his works are truth, and his ways judg- 
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6.96") 
ment, and thoſe that walk in pride he is able ts 
What do you learn from this P—The folly as 
well as the wickedneſs of truſting in our own 
ſtrength, when every thing muſt, and does come 
from the goodneſs of God ; the danger of living 
without prayer, left pride ſhould get the upper 
hand in our naughty hearts: it is this pride which 


endangers the ſoul, and humility only 1s accep- 
table to the Alniighiy. 


LESSON XXXIIL. | 
WW HAT King is next mentioned, after Nebu- 
chadnezzar in who was ve- 
ry impious and wicked, 

What did he do ? He made a great feaſt, 
and collected all his nobles together, and not 
contented with eating and drinking more than he 
ought, which is very wicked, he ordered all the 
gold and filver veſſels to be brought out, which 
he had carried off from the Temple or great 
Church at Jeruſalem, that they might drink out 
of them, and they were finful enough to do it, 
aud praiſed the gods of gold and filver. 

And what was the conſequence of ſuch wick- 
edneſs ? In the very hour whilſt they were 
eating and drinking, and praifing falſe gols, in 
that very moment, there came forth the finger of 
a man's hand and wrote upon the wall ; and the 
King himſelf ſaw the hand that wrote. 

Was he not much terrified ? — Yes; it 18 
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laid, that & his countenance was changed, and 


his thoughts troubled him, that his joints were 
looſed, and his knees ſmote one againſt another.“ 

What did he do ? He ſent for all the wiſe 
men, and promiſed them great rewards and ho- 
nours, if they could explain it. 

And conld they ? No, it was impoſſible, 
becauſe they truſted to their own learning and 
wiſdom ; and never once thought of looking to 
the Almighty for direction and explanation. 

What did the King do now ?——The Queen, 
his mother, who was a very good woman, and 
always prayed to God for every thing, came to 
him and deſired him to ſend for the good prophet 
Daniel. 


And would the pious Daniel come among ſuch 


wicked ſcenes ? 


To be ſure, not only in obe- 


dience to the King's order, but becauſe, as alt 
faithful people are, fo he was never ſo happy as 


when going about doing good. 
LESSON XXXIV. 


WHO was moſt aſhamed, Daniel, to come to 


this fine palace, or the King, to receive. 
him amidſt all his great folks ? The King to 


be ſure ; it is fin brings ſhame, not our being ia 


an bumble ſtation. | 
What ſaid the King to the prophet ? He 

offered him great rewards, if he could explain 

the hand-writing on the wall ; but Daniel did not 


_ it, till he had firſt expoſed the ſhocking 


ere 


viſe 


le, 
and 


4.98.) 
fins of his life to him, The prophet conſidered 
him not as a King, therefore he did not ſ pare his 
vices any more than he would a poor man's, 

But did he explain the writing ? Yes, by 
telling him, that God had nude his days, 
and ſoon would end them, that his kingdom 
would be given to the Medes and Perſians; but 
I ſhall be more acquainted with all theſe particu- 
lars, if I read with attention the Sth chapter of 
the book of Daniel. 

And did not all this frighten the King and moke 
bim turn to the true God ?——lt does not ap- 
pear that he did; for in that very night, he was 
flain with all bis fins upon his head; which 
proves the danger of allowing ourſelves to begin 
the practice of any known ſins; for none can 
tell where they ſhall ſtop; and before they are 
aware, their ſouls may be loft for ever. May I 
every day fay the Lord's pra Er with ſincerity! 
« Lead me not into temptation.” 


LESSON XXXV. 
IO was the next King? — Darius, who 
ſoon found out the excellency of Daniel, 
and that a good ſpirit was in him, therefore he 
ſet him above all the great men and princes of 
the Empire. 

How did they like that? Not at all, be- 
cauſe they were envious, and of courſe wicked: 
there fore they laid a ea amongk themſelves ſor 
Bs ruin, 


4 


How could they do that if his life was ſo un- 


blameable ? It was at his religious principles 
and upright conduct their ſchemes were laid; en- 
vy can no more bear ſuperior goodneſs, than ſu- 
perior ſtation, 

What did they contrive againſt Daniel? 
Though Darius was a very amiable King, yet he 
had one fault he did not ſufficiently pray againſt ; 
and therefore it increaſed every day ; he loved 


flattery—and was not ſo willing to hear of his | 


faults as he ought, BY 
How did theſe men flatter the King ? They 
made a decree, that if any perſon ſhould aſk a 


petition of any God or man, except of King Da- 


rius, for thirty days, they ſhould. be caſt into the 
den of lions. 

How could that injure Daniel ?——Becaufe 
they knew no perſon on earth would hinder him 
from praying to his God, (as was his cuſtom 
three times a day) they watched their opportuni- 


ties, found him on his knees praying to the Al- 


mighty, thenthey went immediately and inform- 
ed the King. 
What did he ſay ?——Not ape ing their 


wicked deceit when he ſigned the decree, he was 


ſore diſpleaſed with himſelf (which is always a 
good fign), he immediately contrived a means of 


faving Daniel from the lions den, 

Did he ſucceed ?——It was impoſſible, be- 
cauſe the laws of the Medes and Perſians never 
can be changed after they are ſigned. 


© - 


(095 4 
Was the King obliged to yield? Yes, and 
thoſe wicked men had Daniel brought and caſt 
into the lions den; but before they threw him 
in, the King himſelf, very much diſtreſſed, cried 
out, Thy God, whom thou ſerveſt continnal- 
ly, he will deliver thee.” And the King was 
obliged, after the ſtone was laid at the mouth of 
the den, to ſign it with his own ſeal. 


W | LESSON XXXVI. | 
HAT did Darius do after? He returned 
to his palace, and paſſed the night faſting, and 
in lamentations, aſhamed and grieved that he 
ſhould be the cauſe of Daniel's being ſo unjuſtly 
and inhumanly treated; and now was convinced 
with deep ſorrow, of the ſin of liſtening to flat- 
tery, and loving that, rather than truth, 
What did the King do after?) “ He aroſe 
early in the morning, and went in haſte go the 
mouth of the den, and cried aloud, O Daniel, 
ſervant of the living God, is thy God whom thou 
ſerveſt, able to deliver thee from the lions ? 
Then faid Daniel unto the King, O King, live 
for ever.“ 

But what could ſave the prophet from the de- 
vouring jaws of the lions? Faith—a full truſt 
on the power of God; he further faid to the 
King, My God hath ſent his angel, and hath 
ſhut the lions mouths, that they have not hurt 


me, foraſmuch as be fore him innocency was 


feund in e.“ 


I 


1 f And what became of Daniel ? The King or- 
, uered him to be taken out of the den, and all his ene- 


6 mies were put in, who having nothing on their ſide but 
FM Gin, and falſe gods, were devoured before they reached 
| the bottom. 

( What did the King do to ſhew his belief in the true 
God, the God of Dauiel? He immediately made 
another decree, and addreſſed it to all people, nations, 
and languages—** That men ſhould tremble and fear be- 
fore the God of Daniel, for he is the living God, and 

1 ſtedfaſt for ever, and his kingdom that which ſhall not 

| be deſtroyed, and his dominion jhall be unto the end: 

| he delivereth and reſcueth, and he worketh ſigns and 

Fs wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered 
Daniel from the power of the lions.” 

What do yon particularly learn from this? To 
ſee the miſery and wretchedneſs of Darius after he had 
committed this fin, but having repented of it ſincerely, 
and called upon the true God in faith, his prayers were 
then heard, Daniel was reſtored, and the King pol- Ml 
ſeſſed peace of conſcience, without which a crown is 
nothin x. | : 

Ulhat became of them after? The King ſoon Wl 
died, and Daniel was permitted to go on propheſying, 
praying, and praiſing God to the end of his days. 

LESSON XXXVII. | 1 
HAT comes next in the order of the Bible? 

The twelve leſſer prophets, as they are called, the 
laſt is Malachi, they were all permitted to propheiy, 9 
and foretel events, often alluding to the coming of the Wi 
Me ſſiah or Chriſt. 

What particular petition ſhould you now offer to God 
at the cloſe of the Old Teſtament ? That, for 
grace and power to praiſe the Author and Giver of ſo 
great a bleſſing; and it would be well to learn the laſt 
plalm, which breathes nothing elſe, and ends with ſay- 
ing—** Let every thing that hack breath praiſe the 
Lels.“ Amen, [TUE END. 


